The Board of Education's Circular on Mentally Defective Children.
The Circular issued by the Board of Education on September 12th, a full summary of which we print below, is one of the most important steps to promote the welfare and safeguarding of mentally defective children which has been taken by any Government Department since the passing of the Mental Deficiency Act and the Education (Defective and Epileptic Children) Act in 1913 and 1914 , and as such we commend it to the readers for their close study.
The position of educable mentally defective children in areas where no Special
School exists has for years been one of grave concern to those who have their interests at heart, and now at last the problem has received official recognition. It is true?as the Board is the first to point out?that no scheme for their care which does not include in it full provision for the special education to which they are legally entitled can be accepted as a final solution of the difficulty, but if the recommendations of the Circular are put into practice they will at least ensure that the needs of these children whom nature has so gravely handicapped are no longer completely ignored, and that some effort is being made to meet them, even though the methods adopted can be only regarded as The official lead thus given to Education Authorities creates for Mental Welfare organisations the opportunity for increased activity.
In the first place, the readiness with which a Local Education Authority adopts the suggestions made will largely depend on the amount of public opinion which it believes to lie behind them. Secondly, the supervision of defectives in their own homes?a subject with which the Circular deals at considerable length? has always been one of the most important functions of Associations for Mental Welfare, and because they are free to carry out such supervision for any and all defectives, whatever their age and whatever their position in the eyes of the law, experience has shown that they can Go-operation between the Local Education Authority and Mental Deficency Committee.
17. It is hardly necessary to add that the successful working of the arrangements referred to in this Circular depend largely on the co-operation of the two local bodies concerned with mentally defective children. This can be secured in various ways, but whatever the method adopted the object remains the same. The Local Education Authority need to know what happens to their children after notification in order that they may satisfy themselves of the correctness of their standard. The Mental Deficiency Committee need to know the previous history of the children placed in their care. The Board would urge?with the full concurrence of the Board of Control?on all Local Education Authorities the need for bringing their work for mentally defective children into the closest contact with that of the Mental Deficiency Committee . 18.
This paragraph is a summary of the preceding suggestions.
19.
It only remains for the Board to add that in the preparation of this Circular they have had the advantage of discussing its recommendendations with the principal Associations of Authorities, officials, teachers and voluntary workers concerned and with other persons of special experience in dealing with mentally defective children, and they are glad to know that the Circular is generally welcomed and approved.
